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I intimated to the President my conjectures, and he re-
marked he was prepared for such an alternative whenever
it was presented. He had, from some quarter, been pre-
viously admonished in regard to the doings of the Com-
mittee.

Stevens is determined to have an issue between the Ex-
ecutive and Congress, and, notwithstanding a majority of
Congress and of the country deprecate such an issue, and
Members to me and others express their dislike of and op-
position to Stevens, I incline to the opinion that he will, by
the working of his Directory machinery, be successful in
raising that issue. Should he, the result will be likely to rend
the party, unless the minority are subservient and tamely
submissive. The Administration must be supported or
opposed. The positive and violent will oppose; the mild
and passive will yield. Congress must be with the Admin-
istration or against it. Double-dealing cannot continue. I
am apprehensive that there is treachery to the President in
quarters which he will ultimately keenly feel. Sometimes
I think he suspects the mischief, but is unwilling to have
a breach just at this time and listens to those who advise.
temporizing and expediency.

Sherman (Senator), after speaking against the concur-
rent resolution, finally voted for it in the face of his own
delivered opinion, argument, and conviction. This is a
specimen of the influence of party discipline at this time in
Congress. It is all-powerful.

Governor Dennison tells me this evening that he has
written a letter to Patterson of New Hampshire, stating
that he has removed no man and intends to remove none
on account of differences between Congress and the Presi-
dent, provided they belong to the Union party. I am afraid
he has gone farther than is wise in this matter, for if
Stevens gets up the issue between the President and Con-
gress, it may be necessary for the President to relieve him-
self of troublesome and officious electioneers in post-offices.
I suspect Dennison has been entrapped by fair words.